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A Yankee Officer Sleeps in the Camp with Morgans Men

By Capt THEODORE F ALLEN 7lh Ohio Cav

Tcs I slept peacefully in the camp
frith John Morgans Confederate Caval
rymen and just before reveille next
morning my slumbers were slightly dis
turbed when James v MarKianu oi
Dukes Regiment of Morgans Men
entered my quarters and asked me if I
was awake I replied that 1 was sound
asleep whereupon he said that there
were some persons who liked to have
a nice eye opener before brcakfa 5

and he had therefore come to mo with
a bottle of very superior Kentucky

Mountain Dew I told him that 1

never got up in the night to drink
mountain or any other kind of dew
hut if he would set the bottle down by
the side of my couch I would take a
drink with hiin when 1 got up in the
morning He complied with my request
left the bottle within my reach and
tiptoed out of my sleeping quarters
This is genuine Kentucky hospitality
where a man hands you a bottle oi
Mountain Dew turns his back so he

cannot see how much you take and per-
mits

¬

ycu to drink as much as you
please I am sure the old Federal sol-

diers
¬

who read this will agree with me
that this hospitable method of waking
up a Yankee soldier is much better
than the way Morgans Men had of
doing during the war when they often
woke us up by the crack of the revol-
vers

¬

My sleeping in the camp of Gen
John Morgans Confederate Cavalry oc ¬

curred only last August 19u6 lieinS
more than 40 years since the period of
Morgans activities in the field and I
find them now to be not only peaceful
but exceedingly hospitable

Morgans Men held their annual
Reunion at Parks Hill Nicholas Coun-
ty

¬

Kentucky in the Blue Grass region
A Jg 14 and 15 1806 and I had a cor-
dial

¬

invitation to meet with them on
this occasion I accepted this invita-
tion

¬

spent two days and nights with
theo Confederate veterans at ther an-
nual

¬

Reunion
Some of my veteran friends of the

Federal army who live in the North-
ern

¬

States such as Massachusetts Mich-
igan

¬

and Iowa have expressed regret
that they do not live near the border
line like myself where they could meet
the ex Confederate soldiers in time of
peace My headquarters are in Cincin-
nati

¬

and my home in Covington Ky
and being on the border line I have the
opportunity of saluting not only the
men who wear the Grand Army button
but also frequently the veteran who
wears the button of the Confederate
soldier

Thinking that the Union veterans liv-

ing
¬

farther away from the border line
than I do would like to know how the
Gray Ghosts of the Confederate army
look nowadays more than 40 years af-
ter

¬

the war I am telling of my two
days visit at the camp fires of Mo-
rgans

¬

Men
In the beginning I want to say that

at the Confederate soldiers Reunion as
1 found it you could not tell if you
shut your eyes whether you were at a
Reunion of Morgans Men or tils
7th Ohio Cavalry or the 9th Michi-
gan

¬

Cavalry or the 4th Iowa Cav-
alry

¬

or the 7th Pennsylvania Cav-
alry

¬

One old gray beard will approach
another of the same ancient type peer
Into his eyes and then throw his arms
around him and say Tom old boy I
hardly recognized you It seems to me
you look older than you did 40 years
ago

And then the old boys will hug each
other and immediately go to harking
back to the days when they rode to-

gether
¬

stood picket together or re-

called
¬

the days when they drank out of
the same canteen
Sometimes water sometimes milk
Sometimes applejack fine as silk

Brother Ac ilnst Hrotlier
It must be remembered that during

the civil war Kentucky was greatly di ¬

vided and there were many families di ¬

vided on the questions of those days
There were many instances where
brothers fought on opposite sides At
this Reunionof Morgans Men a case of
this kind came under my observation A
soldier of Col Frank YVolfords regi-
ment

¬

the 1st Ky Cav of the Federal
army of the name of Baker came to
me and introducing himself said that
he kriew my regiment the 7th Ohio
Cav well we having been brigaded
with his regiment In the course of
conversation I learned that there had
been two of the Baker brothers in the
Federal army under AVolford and two
brothers in the Confederate army strv
Ing with Morgan One day one of the
Yankee Bakers was captured by
Morgans Men and taken to Mor ¬

gans headquarters One of the John-
ny

¬

Bakers learning that his brother
was a prisoner at headquarters hasten-
ed

¬

to Morgans tent when the two
brothers remembering the love of yes ¬

terday threw their arms about each
other In affectionate greetings The

Johnny Baker tu ked Gen Morgan
what he proposed to do with the pris-
oner

¬

Morgan responded Oh I reckon
we will have to send him down South to
prison The Johnny Baker looked
quite discouraged over this proposed
imprisonment of his brother and see
ing this Gen Morgan said Take your
brother with his gun and Ids horse
and keep him a ccuple of days in your
mess and have a nice visit together be-

fore
¬

we send hm off to nrison The
second day after this the Johnny
Eaker having nal a nice visit with in- -

Yankee Baker went back to Gen
Morgan and with tears in his voice told
Gen Morgan that he did not take kind ¬

ly to the idea of having his brother sent
to prison and asked Gen Morgan if lie
could not tlnd some way to obviate this
Gen Morgan asked the Johnny Ba-
ker

¬

if he had a nice visit with his
brother during the past two days

Oh yes replied the Confederate
soldier

Well then said Gen Morgan as
t oon as you have finished your visit
with your brother take him and hi
horse aad his gun down to the picket
lino on till river and shoo him back to
the other side where he belongs One
Yankee more or less dont make any
ISttmaes

The AnniilnH Society
There was one feature about the

of this Reunion of Morgans
Hen that im pressed me most favor ¬

ably 3d it might well be adopted by
the Kcueial soldiers at their Reunions
viz somt times when a comrade takes
the floe nt a camp lire meeting he
draws a Highty long bow and delivers a
yarn which even his old comrades find
difficulty In swallowing let alone di-

gesting
¬

Now with Morgans Men
when an Instance of this kind occurs
some comrade away over to one side
will rise mi in all seriousness and ad ¬

dressing Uie chair say Mr President
1 move that Comrade be
elected a member of the Ananias So ¬

ciety This motion Is quickly second-
ed

¬

and put thru with a big whoop You
see It is well to have an Ananias society
in which the biggest story tellers can
s trnd in a class by themselves With
Morgans Men the election of one of

their number as a member in high
standing in the Ananias Society is the
occasion of great fun and sometimes Is
rather discomforting for the moment
to tht fellow who has been caught tell
ing a Jirn too big to be accepted Of
course as I was a guest of Morgans
Menrt at this Reunion they were too
courteous and hospitable under the cir
cumstances to propose my name for
membership in this Ananias Society
and I escaped

Grit Ilnult W Duke
Ttfe President of the Association of

Morgans Men is Gen Basil W Duke
who on the death of Gen Morgan suc-
ceeded

¬

to the command of the division
iomprising 10 regiments of cavalry 1

had met Gen Duke when he was Colo-
nel

¬

of the 2d Ky Cav commanding the
First Brigade of Morgans Division at
Buitington Island Ohio where with
Col Howard Smith of the Cth Ky Cav
he was a prisoner At that time July
1S63 Gen Duke was about 23 years of
age and from the beginning of Mo-
rgans

¬

career had been Morgans right
hand man in all his campaigns It was
therefore right and proper and met
with the entire approval of all of Mor-
gans

¬

Men that Gen Duke should suc-
ceed

¬

to the command of the division at
Morgans death

The very last hours of the Confeder-
acy

¬

have been better described by Gen
Duke than any other writer 1 know of
when he tells of the last Confederate
council of war held in the early part
of May 1SS3

flic li Confederate Council of War
Gen Duke in command of Morgans

Cavalry comprising a portion of the
mounted troops escorting Jefferson Da ¬

vis in his effort to reach the Trans- -
Mississippi region tells that at Abbe-
ville

¬

S C there was held the last Con
federate council of war Mr Jefferson
Davis President of the falling Confed-
eracy

¬

desired to know from the com-
manders

¬

of the troops with him the
true spirit of the men At this last
council of war Mr Jefferson Davis
himself presided and there were pres-
ent

¬

Gen John C Breckinridge Gen
Braxton Bragg and Gens Basil W
Duke Ferguson DibrellW C P Breck-
inridge

¬

and Vaughan each of the last
live named commanding remnnnts of
cavalry brigades forming the Davis es-

cort
¬

Gen Duke states that at the open-
ing

¬

of this council of war Mr Davis
was apparently untouched by the gen-
eral

¬

demoralization which then prevail-
ed

¬

he was affable dignified and he
looked the personification of high and
undaunted courage Each ollicer at this
council of war gave in his turn a state-
ment

¬

of the conditions and feelings of
his men and when asked to do so an-
nounced

¬

his own views of the situa
tion In substance they all declared
that they and their followers despaired
of successfully conducting the war any
further and doubted the propriety of
prolonging it Each and every one of
these officers however stated that the
honor of the soldiery was involved in
securing Mr Daviss safe escape and
their pride induced them to put off sub
mission to the last moment xne gen
eral officers at the council of war stat
ed further that they would risk battle
in the accomplishment of these objects
but they were unanimous in the state-
ment

¬

that they would not ask their men
to struggle longer against a fate which
was inevitable nor would they ask their
men to forfeit all hope of a restoration
to their homes and their friends by
continuing a battle against fate These
opinions having been unanimously an-
nounced

¬

Mr Jefferson Davis declared
that he wished to hear no plan which
had for its object merely his personal
safety that in his opinion 2500 brave
men were sufficient to prolong the war
until the present panic and demoraliza-
tion

¬

had passed away and these 2500
brave men would then be nucleus for
many thousands more He urged those
present at the council of war to ac-
cept- these his views of the situation
and Gen Duke in his report of this
most interesting council says We
were all silent for no one could agree
with him and we all respected him too
much to oppose him Mr Davis then
said bitterly that he saw that all hope
was gone that all the friends of the
South were prepared to consent to her
degradation Gen Duke states that
this closed the council of war and adds
that when Mr Jefferson Davis rose to
leave the room he had lost his erect
bearing his face was pale and he fal-
tered

¬

so much in his step that Gen
John C Breckinridge stepped to his
side to assist him and supported by
Gen Breckinridge he left the room
This was the last ditch This was the
end of the Confederacy

At the Savannah River the next day
the 7th of May the men of Morgans

command were paid thru the influence
of Gen John C Breckinridge with a
portion of the gold and silver brot from
Richmond Va and each man got from

26 to 32 in hard money At
Washington Ga on the same day the
7th of May 1S65 Mr Davis left the
cavalry escort with the understanding
that he was to attempt to make his es ¬

cape On the next day Morgans Men
under the command of Gen Duko
marched to Woodstock Ga and there
under the advice of Gen John C Breck-
inridge

¬
given to Gen Duke the last

organization of Morgans Men was
disbanded Gen Duke states that The
comrades who felt for aeh other ihe
esteem and affection which brave and
true men cherish parted with s widen-
ed

¬

hearts and dimmed eyes There re-
mained

¬

of the old command of Mor ¬
gans Men only the recollection of j n
eventful career and the ties of friend-
ship

¬

which would ever bind Its mem-
bers

¬

together There was no humilia-
tion

¬

for these men They felt that they
had done their port and served faith-
fully

¬

until thtre was no longer a cause
or i countrv to serve Thev tmeiv nnt

Kvhat lheir fnfn mlirlit ho iml thov In
dulged in no speculations regarding It
Thoy bad been taught fortitude by the
past arm without useless repining or
unmanly fear they faced the future

The events spoken of above occurred
as is well known in the Spring of 18G5
Now 41 years later at the Reunion at
Parks Hill Ky in August 190C I find
Gen Basil Duke still the Commander
of the veterans of Morgans Men He
Is now about 08 years of age but re ¬

tains in a very large degree the mental
and physical activities of his younger
years In the camp fire meetings of

Morgans Men I found at times as
many as 15 or 20 groups of Confederate
veterans relating the experiences of the
past and Harking back to the far
distant yonder but in a little while one
group and then another would melt
iway all of the members gathering
about Gen Duke until after a little
while all the senarate croims hail ilis--
olved and resolved themselves into one

large group about Gen Duke The
camp lire circle about Gen Duke was
widened and widened and as each new¬
comer pulled up Ids chair the circle
would be opened that the newcomer
might find a place

When their several stated meetings
were held there being a meeting in the
morning another in the afternoon and
still another in the evening of the two
days and nights I was with them Gen
Duke presided and he held the reins
with a light hand giving free play to
every man and no man felt under re-
straint

¬

ItcorciiiI Cniif i O fiiierrnnt I II
The Chaplain of the Association of

Morgans Men is the Rev Capt E O
Guerrant D D of Wllmore Ily Dur-
ing

¬

the war Dr Guerrant was Captain
and Adjutant General of Giltners Cav-
alry

¬

Brigade and for a brief period I
was a prisoner in their hands so you
see my acquaintance with Capt Guer-
rant

¬

dates back more than 40 years
For many years Capt Guerrant has
been a distinguished Doctor of Divinity
of the Presbyterian denomination ami
is one of the most popular preachers in
the South and there arc few or none In
the whole South who stand higher in
the estimation of the people than the
Rev Capt Guerrant At the meetings
of Morgans Men he is In great de-
mand

¬

as he tells war stories and remi
niscences exceneniiy wen anu nas a
great supply of good stories and to cap
it all he Is a powerful good mixer
knows everybody and everybody knows
him

nan Twenty Five Ynnkeex
Next to Gen Basil Duke Capt Guer
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rant is probably the most popular vct
srii of the Association of Morgans
Ton One day he was telling the story

f the Confederate cavalryman of his
l ritradc who ran 25 Yankees As the
itory goes this Johnny of extraor
iinrry prowe s cento into camp all out
r hronth and his horse badly winded

Capt Guerrcnt asked him what he had
L cen doing and the Johnny replied

Why Captain I have just got back
from i mining 10 Yankees The Cap ¬

tain asked liini if he was quite sure
there were 10 Yankees No replied
the Johnny Come to think of it 1

should say there were 15 uf em
What said Capt Guerrant 15

Yankees and you run them single
handed Yep said the Johnny
and upon further consideration I feel

safe in saying there were 20 Yankees
in that bunch Oh come now said
the Captain I know you could run
five Yankees but I have my doubts
about your runing 20

Upon my oath Captain said the
Johnny there were really and

truly 25 Yankees and I run the shoes
off of their horses and the socks off the
riders I did by gum

At this point in the story some one
Held up his hand and warned the Rev-
erend

¬

Captain that he was liable to be a
promising candidate for election to a
high rank in the Ananias Society but
the Reverend Captain waved the inter-
rupter

¬

to his seat and proceeded to say
that upon confession the Johnny who
had run the 25 Yankees said in ex-
planation

¬

that he the Johnny was
working in the lead and the 25 Yan-
kees

¬

had run the shoes off their
horses trying to overtake and capture
the Johnny

Wnntcd Snlt
Capt and Rev Guerrant has a great

fund of stories all good and he tells
them in a most captivating manner
His story of the Confederate soldier who
wanted salt runs something like this A
veteran Confederate who knew from
long experience how to forage was trav
eling homeward after the close of the
war and being penniless had to depend
upon the good will of the people he
met on the way and his own foraging
capacity to enable him to exist One
day he stopped at a house on the road
side hoping to obtain enough bread and
meat to satisfy a craving Hunger As
he entered the house he saw a chubby
six months old baby sleeping in its cra
dle in the doorway lien the woman
of the house came to the door in answer
to his knock he sought to propitiate her
and spoke of what a beautiful baby she
had Having thus as he thought
smoothed the way he asked her for
some bread and meat This was how-
ever

¬

refused him on the excuse that
the supply was exhausted The hungry
soldier then explained again that his
necessity was very great and begged for
even a cold potato No said the wo
man we arc all out of potatoes
Havent got it thing for you and we are
tired of feeding soldiers anyhow

ell my dear madam said the
veteran surely you will not deny me a
little salt The woman thot this was
such a small request that she said

Well we might er give you a
little salt Then upon second thot

she said But 1 dont see what good a
little salt will do you unless you have
something to put it on or to eat with it
Then said the old soldier with a signifi
cant look at the chubby baby in the era
die I never eat a baby without salt

Heavens man you do not intend to
eat my baby do you shrieked the
woman

To be sure said the soldier I
must eat something You come right
here and I will hunt up some bread
meat and potatoes for you she re-
plied

¬

Hone Thief From Ulilo
I was a guest at Rev Capt Guer

rants home one day at his Blue Grass
Farm In Jessamine County Kentucky
On which occasion there was a picnic in
his woods pasture of the members of
his Wilmorc Presbyterian Church the
Sunday School scholars and the Fed-
eral

¬

and Confederate soldiers for 20
miles around In company with Capt
Guerrant I was standing on the front
porch as the numerous guests drove up
to greet the Captain Among others
coming up I noticed a fine looking man
with a double seated carriage in which
there were also three ladies evidently
his wife and two daughters He drove
a beautiful pair of horses one of the
handsomest pair of matched teams I
have ever Peen and having a good eye
for horse flesh I admired them greatly
I had not yet been introduced to the
owner of this line team but I sized him
up as an ex Confederate soldier As
he drove up to the porch he gave a mili-
tary

¬

salute to Capt Guerrant Then
Capt Guerrant without introducing
me said to his Confederate comrade

Tom be very careful whete you hitch
your team of fine horses and you had
better put a guard over them today

With a surprised look the owner of
the team turned to Capt Guerrant and
said Why should 1 put a guard over
my team here on your farm Be-
cause

¬

said Capt Guerrant pointing to
me there is a horse thief here from
the 7th Ohio Cav

dipt Steve Slinrn
The United States Marshal for the

Northern District of Kentucky under
McKinley and Roosevelt Is Capt Steve
Sharp formerly of dukes Regiment of
Morgans Cavalry Indeed I may men ¬

tion that a very considerable number of
Morgans Men are first rate Republi-

cans
¬

nowadays apt Sharp like most
of the Kentucky veterans is a mighty
good story teller At the close of the
war apt Sharp retaining his side arms
and a horse as allowed by Gen Grant
was about to start for bis home to take
up the white mans burden of providing
for himself and little family Some one
asked him what he proposed doing and
his answer was that in the days to
come he proposed to attend strictly to
his own business and if any of those
darned Yankees interfered with him so
doing by Gosh he would lick em
again

On the Ohio Raid Capt Sharp was
with Morgan from start to finish and
tells that at the last part of this raid
when the outlook for Morgans Men
was exceedingly unfavorable and the
prison pens seemed to be almost within
sight Morgan was annoyed by one of
his men singing In a most monotonous
way this little refrain

I wish I had my w-a- -y

I wish I hail my w-a- -y

This the man repeated in a sing song
manner over and over again till an ¬

noyed beyond endurance Morgan turn-
ed

¬

on the man and said Well what the
dickens would you do If you did have
your way The man In the same sing ¬
song strain replied

Oh Id go home and
Oh Id go home and

Capt Steve Sharp and myself slept
in adjoining hunks at this Reunion Ear-
ly

¬

one morning a member of the 9th
Ky Cav entered our seeping apart-
ments

¬

Now the 9th Ky Cav was Col
W C P Breckinridges regiment and
boldly claims t have seen more service
than any of the other 10 regiments of
Morgans Division This regiment
fought all the way from the Ohio Itiver
to Savannah Ga and thence back into
tiie Carolina the end of the war find ¬

ing them a thin gray line witli Gen Joe
Johnstons army The members of
this regiment pride themselves much
upon their long and hard service Now

apt Sharp knew all this but in a
spirit of fun when this member of the
ith Ky Cav appeared Sharp asked the
newcomer what regiment he belonged
to The man with pride in his tone
said Breckinridges 9th Ky sir

Oh said Sharp I remember that
was a sort of a Home Guard regi-
ment

¬

Sharp got what he was expecting
when the newcomer rose up and in
most vehement language denied that the
9th Ky was a Home Guard regiment
The wrath of the newcomer was only
appeased when Capt Sharp recovered
from his fit of laughter long enough to
tell this man that he was only fishing
for a rise out of the 9th Ky as he

Sharp well knpwrjthnt the 9th Ky
Cav saw hard service from the begin-
ning

¬

to the end of the war and was
not by any meawiHoine Guard regi-
ment

¬

Goorsrr II Taylor
it jt

At the Reunion of Morgans Men was
George B Taylor ai veteran of Clukes
regiment the JthKy Cav My regiment
the 7th Ohio Cay had captured Tay-
lor with others at iBuffington Island
Ohio when Morgan was on the Ohio
Raid so that weinro old acquaintance
of more than 40 years standing

George Taylor nowadays is one of the
well known largeiJiorse dealers of Ken ¬

tucky having a large establishment at
Nicholasville in Jessamine County
George Taylor was fully aware of the
fact that I had been captured by th
4th Ky Cav in 1S63 and that I got
away from them on one of their own
horses Taylor is one of the young
boys of tiie war and even now scarcely
has a gray hair Being an exceedingly
good mixer lie is always very popular
at the Reunions of Morgans Men
One day he was trying to sell me a
beautiful gaited saddle horse while a
crowd of old Confederate soldiers were
standing nround watching the proceed-
ings

¬

Taylor was riding this horse back
and forth showing his fine points and
different gaits This beautiful animal
under his fine horsemanship excited
my interest very greatly and in com¬

pany with a large bunch of old Confed-
erate

¬

soldiers I was admiring the horse
After Taylor had shown off his fine
points and numerous gaits and while I
was absorbed in admiring the horse I
said to him George let me throw my
leg over that horse and try him my-
self

¬

I was greatly surprised and a
little jarred when the prompt response
came back No sir No sir I have
a very distinct recollection of your get-
ting

¬

a leg over one of our horses 40
years ago and you never came back
and you dont get a leg over this horse
without putting up 500 in advance

This reply was greeted with great
shouts of laughter from the crowd
present So you see they still look upon
me with suspicion when it comes to the
matter of a horse trade They arc quite
willing to forgive you for being a Yan-
kee

¬

soldier and they freely forgive you
for shooting at them for the four years
of the war and as freely forgive you
for taking them prisoners whenever you
could do so and they will accept you
in full comradeship but they will never
never never forgive you for stealing
one of their horses altlto in the matter
of horse stealing Morgans Men have
a right smart record of their own
United StnteM Senator J n in cm II McCrearr

Among the many boys of Morgans
command who were present at this Re-
union

¬

was the distinguished United
States Senator James B McCreary For
the time that he was present at this
Reunion with his old comrades Senator
McCreary laid aside hie Senatorial toga
and was a uoy again with the other
bovs Like many others of the Ken
tucklans of Morgans command Senator
McCreary is a good mixer and talks
well on his feet Of course he was
called upon for a speech and as I had
knowledge of the fact that he is con-
sidered

¬

an extremely capable politician
I was very much interested to know
what sort of a siieech he would make
upon this occasion ind I am glad to
be able to report tlrat in quite an in-

teresting
¬

address to his comrades of
Morgans Mcnhcdid not touch in

the slightest degree upbn politics United
States Senator McCreary as Is well
known is a Dcmoqrfit
4Tnrrin Men iirtwadaV

while many
good

speechRepublicans and1 jiblitlcal
this occasion would have been very

Senator McCrearyiiiucii uul

of
are

ona
i t iJ

is too shrewd a iiiari to intrude politics
where it does not belong and tt cer-
tainly

¬

did not belong here therefore
his address was altogether upon the
subject of comradeship and good fel-

lowship
¬

and teemed ivith affection for
his old and boyhood friends who served
with him thruotft the war with Mo-
rgans

¬

Confederate cavalry His speech
was most excellent and nothing could
have been better under the circum-
stances

¬

Meeting Senator McCreary on
the grounds a few minutes after he had
made this speech I took occasion to
congratulate him upon his very hand ¬

some address and mentioned particu-
larly

¬

that his speech was interesting
largely by reason of what he did not
say as well as what he did say A few
weeks after this occasion I had the op-

portunity
¬

of hearing the United States
Senator from Kentucky make a politi-
cal

¬

speech where everything he said
was on politics and I may add that this
was also a good speech and while I
do not agree with his politics his ad ¬

dress was conservative patriotic and
in the highest degree commendable

When you stop to think of the cir ¬

cumstances of the enlistment of the
vAorr

you that Morgan attratt- -
iiu prisoneryoung the tIult was coniterablvnot surprised proceeding

followers lmlst mvc armgan later years become the
leading men of the State boys
followed Morgans Hag have in later
years come occupy the highest posi ¬

tions in the State Capt I who
was captured on the Ohio Raid was
at the time of his death years
after the war Chief Justice the State
Court of Appealsof Kentucky and others
of Morgan s boys occupied and still oc ¬

cupy the most prominent ollicial posi ¬

tions in the State and stand high in
their piofessions lawyers doctors as
well as leading merchants manufactur-
ers

¬

and planters
DatN

Among other Interesting men whom
met at this Reunion Morgans Men
was Davis who during the war
was Adjutant General Dukes Rri- -
gade Davis is an exceedingly pol
ished and highly educated gentleman
by profession geologist and it may
be of the readers The Na-
tional

¬

Tribune who have been interested
in mining operations have

his professional capacity
investigate mining prospects he be

ing employed by large companies and
wealthy associations in making these
investigations and for several years he
has lectured on mineralogy at Bos-
ton

¬

Mass At tho meeting this ¬

union of Morgans Men I asked Maj
Davis how tho New people
and the Yankees received him
after they learned was one ¬

gans and his reply was their
acceptance of after they learned
hat he was one of John Con ¬

cava lrymonf was evon more cor ¬

dial than before nditiat on his part he
had learned to likejthc Boston Yan-
kees

¬

Crn lolitllj iNllrmnn
Among other distinguished Kentuck

ians had serVed with Morgan there
was present at thKfRcunion Gen John

Castleman wHtidiiring the civil war
was Captain IniT 2d Ky
Morgans Division iDuriiig the Spanish
American war Castleman was
Hrigadior General of United States Vol-
unteers

¬

He Is tall handsome
mttniand bears high

reputation for soldierly qualities as dis¬
played during two wars Gen Castle-
man

¬

is nowadays njritstn of large means
and it may intcrPst-i-Wni- e of the old sol-
diers

¬

who know Kdiifucky to learn that
he is the of large portion of
the of what was formerly owned
by the Shakers at the locality known as
the Shaker settlement the Kentucky

near Harrodsburg
Col Illt lliir nn

There were so many distinguished
Kentuckians of Morgans command
present at Reunion it would
Impossible for to name them all
but among those present I may mention
Col Dick Morgan brother of Gen John
H Morgan the years since the war
Col Morgan has been large dealer in
hemp at Lexington Ky hemp being
one of tho great products of the State
We had captured Col Dick Morgan at
Buffington Island Ohio at the time of
the Morgan raid through Ohio and I
Iiavc known him for many years Col
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Dick Morgan Is a interesting
so long as he can sit

down in a chair but it is
exceedingly dillicult to get him up on
his feet to make a speech When an
effort is made to get him to make
speech he always protests in the strong-
est

¬

have never heard him
make but one speech and that was very
brief but if you can sit him
at a camp tire meeting where he is

seated in his chair there
Is no man of who is
a more interesting talker

I
One afternoon while seated in the

where the meeting of
Morgan s Men was in progress a gen

tleman sitting behind me his hand
on my shoulder to attract my atten

When turned around to see who
it might be this said am
informed that you an officer in
the 7th Ohio Cav

Yes replied what did
you belong to of course
that lie belonged one of regi-
ments

¬

His answer was that he did not
belong to cavalry but that he
had been a member of the Signal Corps
serving at Gen Braggs
and at Gen Joe Johnston s headquar-
ters

¬

and that he was one of the men
who the signals from Look-
out

¬

Mountain to Mission Ridge and
thru the Atlanta from Dalton
down to Atlanta He gave his name as
P P Parrish and his home at Midway
Woodford County Ky After we had
made each others in the
mariner above Mr Parrish
told me that he would like to have me
boar a message to two men of the th
Ohio Cav if I could find out who they
were adding that when he was near
Atlanta on duty as a member of the
Signal Corps being located on the right
of Hoods army while intently gazing
in the direction of army to
see what movements might iflc
that would call for signals from him
lie was greatly to feel hand
laid on each of his shoulders and when
lie turned to see who was interrupting
him in his duties he was greatly sur- -

boys of Morgans Cavalry and when
stop to think who luietiy to him that he I

ei i nii wai a Mr Iarrish stated to
men of Hlue frass Region of e disturbedwe need be to aiannoi by this and
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his countenance for these two Union
told him that

he need not be alarmed that thoy would
not harm him in any way but that they
would require him to go with them as a
prisoner He adds that they took him
olf tiie field silently and quietly but
that he was treated with the utmost
kindness and consideration and that he
spent a large part of the period of war

this incident as a prisoner in
the North His object in

to me about his capture was
to say that he always looked back with
the kindliest feeling for the two mem ¬

bers of the th Ohio Cav who took
him as above described and
he wanted me if possible to find those
two men if they are still living and ex ¬

tend to them Ills very sincere thanks
for the kindness and with
which they treated him when they took
him prisoner Mr Parrish is
one of the leading citizens and land-
owners

¬

In Woodford County Ky this
County being known as the garden spot
of the Blue Grass Region

Tiie Vldette
I once knew a Captain of a battery of

Held artillery who kept a cow In con-
nection

¬

with his battery When the
moved ho hitched the cow ro

the baggage wagon and always had
fresh milk I thought this was about
the limit but there may have been

other ollicers or soldiers who kept a
cow during the war and I have heard
that some of Humphrey Marshalls

soldiers over in eastern
kept a garden and raised a

crop of garden sass I am not say¬

ing that this is true as to
men as I do not know of

the circumstances of my own
but I did know the Captain of Artillery
who kept the cow Now I have no ac-
quaintance

¬

with the soldiers of either
the Federal or armies who

a newspaper except Mo-
rgans

¬

Men When John Morgan was
Colonel of tho 2d Ky Cav the regi-
ment

¬

of which Duke was
Colonel his soldiers captured a coun-
try

¬

printing office and it is an exceed ¬

ingly interesting incident in the history
of this regiment that they a
newspaper The title of this paper
was The Vidette and the printers

and editors were all soldiers
of the 2d Ky Confederate Cav It
was issued semi by the
men of Morgans command and con-
tained

¬

all the official orders of Gen
Morgan The Vidette was
under tho style of a of the
lay devoted largely to the exploits
Jashes raids and captures of Morgans
Men and it circulated largely thruout
the army and reached into all the
towns crossroads and hamlets and
was read with the greatest eagerness
The Vidette was started in a spirit of

Tun by the soldiers of the 2d Ky Cav
but Morgan finding the pleasure it gave
he men of his command took great

pains to encourage the Thepaper was printed on such paper as
true to hand and it appeared at dif-

ferent
¬

times in different colors Some ¬

times it would be a drab it
would be a pale rose color and some

u
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spectacles absolutely
positively acother

spectacles certainly wonderful

Jf
Now would kind testimonial from

you reason why making yoa
following very extraordinary honest proposition whereby

short time only obtain pair handsome
Rolled Gold Spectacles without
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and I hereby positively guarantee to return you
your dollar cheerfully and without one word oi
discussion if yon yourself dont find them to be
the most perfect fitting clearest and best you
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spectacles to the weakest eyes with my Improved Eye Tester
My agcnU need no license anywbom In tho country as 1
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the House

times hki ereen This paper was ex
pected with as much interest by the sol-

diers
¬

as well as by the citizens as the
most Constant Reader ever iooKeti
for Horace Greeleys New York Trib
une or the most faithful out suo
seriher ever looked forward to the
arri al of Deacon Richard Smiths Cin-

cinnati
¬

Gazette An interesting feature
of this paper published by Morgans
Men was that some tremendous and
overwhelming Confederate victories
were described at great length in its
columns but the otiicial records make
no mention of these battles even by
name No doubt the editor of The
Vidette has since very properly been
elected president of the Ananias So-

ciety
¬

It is more than 40 years since The
Vidette suspended publication but It
occurs to me that it would be a good
thing to revive this newspaper

BOWX OX TIIE TOKTUGAS

The Case of Dr Mudd Xot Milch of n
1IiyHleinn A Clergyman Grandson
Who Went Wrong
Editor National Tribune I was inter-

ested
¬

in Comrade Merwins account of
his regiment the 161st N Y as it men-
tioned

¬

the 110th X Y He speaks of
going to Fort Jefferson Fia in July
I presume 18C3 as that was the time
the 110th N Y an Oswego regiment
was relieved at that post where they
had served about IS months His men-
tion

¬

of Dr Mudd recalls a circumstance
occurringsoon after Mudd reached Tor
tugas by the way Mudd never ought
to have been honored with the title of
Doctor as his knowledge of that pro-
fession

¬

was very slight Surg Alfred
Rice of the 110th was considerably
overworked his Assistant Surgeon hav
ing died It was thought there was an
element among the 110th officers not in
favor of as vigorous prosecution of the
war as Gen Butler and others so they
got their heads together to formulate a
nlan to relieve Mudd of his ball and
chain and accompanying hard labor
The Surgeon was known to be a man
of very decided opinions and with no
hesitancy in expressing them A com-
mittee

¬

called upon the Doctor one even
ing and after a pleasant smoke and
stories told and taffy given the Doctor
as to his working too hard one ofticer
more brave than the others venxured to
suggest to the Doctor that he detail Dr
Mudd to assist him in the hospital It
tool the Doctor some moments to real
ize the import of this visit but when
he did Ills wrath and rank Union pro-
clivities

¬

caused him to state in terms
more forcible than polite of what
Mudds duties would consist in case he
came to the hospital That ended any
detail while the 110th was at the fort
Mudd was afterward detailed and I
have been Informed remained so until
pardoned by Andrew Johnson

It Is frequently said that truth is
stranger than fiction and the followin
would seem to prove this The Doctor
was called to see a prisoner sick in one
of tiie casemates and as he was leaving
a young boy wearing a ball and chain
in one of the upper bunks called
Doctor The Doctor turned about

when the lad said I know you
you are Dr and live in and
belong to the Presbyterian Church
where my grandfather preached a few
years ago i on used to sit in the third
row of seats back from the pulpit
Upon inquiry the boy stated that he
had tried to enlist but on account of
size and age was rejected In search
of employment after Gen Butlers cap-
ture

¬

of New Orleans he drifted to that
city where he fell into the hands of
some hard customers and was induced
to join a squad of six men who clothed
and armed with Union equipments
robbed banks and private dwellings
Upon the gang being captured the six
were sentenced to be hung Five of
them were executed but Gen Butler
commuted the boys sentence to impris-
onment

¬

for life at hard labor I believe
an account of it will be found in Gen
Butlers Memoirs and his reason for
commutation was the boys youth He
afterwards was pardoned by President
Johnson The Doctor mitigated the se-
verity

¬

of his sentence quite a little
Some years after the war the young
man visited this city and called upon
relatives After his pardon he drifted
intq one of the Cotton States Alabama
I believe and during the carpet bag
times was a member of the State Leg-
islature

¬

Eighth Corps Oswego N Y

Clinrli s W Whitney
The Fergus Falls Minn papers have

long sketches of Charles W Whitney
an honored citizen of that town who
died June 13 Mr Whitneys father
was a miller in Oswego X Y but the
family moved to Illinois id Charles

who had received a good educi
tion enlisted in Co G 37th 111 and
became a non commissioned officer He
was subsequently commissioned a First
Lieutenant in the 22d U S C T and
did a great work in fitting the former
slaves for soldiers In the Fall of 1S63
he was put on secret service duty and
had a remarkable experience running
great risks in obtaining and carrying in-
formation

¬

and finally being captured
and kept in prison for five months un-
til

¬

ho managed to make his escape from
Tyler Tex His health was brown down
but he remained as Regimental Com-
missary

¬

until tho end of the war After
living in various places on the frontier

J--

A

in Kansas and Iowa he settled near
Fergus Falls and was held in high
esteem by all who knew him

Tiie CIovernorN Veto
Thomas Valentine Co K 192d Parr

and loth Pa Ca- - and man-of-w- ar

Franklin thinks that Gov Stuart had
to make use of a very lame excuse to
veto the Pension Bill The situation
in Pennsylvania seems to be millions
for graft but nothing for the veterans
Comrade Valentine only receives 600
per month pension and will have to
wait some time before he is eligible un ¬
der the McCumber Act

Vnn to Hear From Them
W H Morris Sunbury O would like

to hear from Ira Jennings Will Dravey
and Jim BastwicU all of Co B 10th
Ohio Cav
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